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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
 

Types of FAQs:  

• Community Benefits of Solar and How to Engage  
• Process Details for this Grant  
• About Solar Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs)  

Community Benefits and Engagement FAQs  

What are the benefits of solar power?  

Solar power’s many financial, environmental, health, and societal benefits include reduced environmental impact 
of energy use, making the electrical grid more efficient and resilient, long-term cost savings and budget 
predictability for hosts, and improvements to local air quality. Download our one-page brief on the benefits of 
solar power here.  

Why Solar for the Richmond region?  

Select donors to The Community Foundation (TCF) have established this dedicated fund in order to advance clean 
energy resources in the Richmond region, educate students and other residents about solar power, obtain the 
public health benefits from reduced emissions regionally, and expand local job creation in one of the world’s 
fastest growing industries.  

Why the partnership among The Community Foundation, Secure Futures, Generation 180, the 
Richmond Region Energy Alliance, and the National Energy Education Development Project?  

This innovative partnership of local and national non-profits with a certified B Corp company is designed to 
overcome the typical obstacles that prevent local governments, school districts, and non-profit organizations from 
deploying solar on site. The PPA provides the solar energy without any installation or maintenance costs to these 
public or non-profit entities, who then can use the grant awards to offset administrative costs incurred in 
executing the agreement, to implement educational programs, or to support other sustainability initiatives. The 
initiative leverages a remarkable $12 million in private investment and brings more clean solar power to highly 
visible locations in the Richmond region.  

How do I summarize the project in one paragraph?  

The Community Foundation Serving Richmond and Central Virginia is seeking grant applications from local 
governments, K-12 public school systems, or non-profit organizations in the greater Richmond region that want to 

https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/2932192/RVA%20Solar%20Fund/Fact%20Sheets/Spring%202018%20Updates/FactSheetWhyGoSolar_v05.pdf?t=1522098249861
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go solar on site. Grant awardees will enter into a power-purchase agreement (PPA) with the foundation's partner, 
Secure Futures, a Virginia solar developer and Certified B Corp. The PPA enables the local government, public 
school facilities, or non-profit entities to purchase solar energy with $0 capital cost, no maintenance obligations, 
and guaranteed annual energy cost savings by inviting Secure Futures to build, maintain, and operate solar energy 
arrays at public facilities. Grant recipients will receive up to $50,000 to support administrative costs, staff and 
teacher training, or other sustainability initiatives. Ultimately, the fund will leverage approximately $12 million in 
private investment to catalyze five megawatts of generation (~15,000 solar panels) on public or non-profit sites. 
Interested entities must submit a non-binding Notice of Intent on-line by April 19 to begin the application process. 
See www.rvasolarfund.org for complete details and to apply.  

Process Details for this Grant FAQs  

What is the RVA Solar Fund?  

The RVA Solar Fund is a dedicated, donor-led fund managed by The Community Foundation Serving Richmond and 
Central Virginia providing grants to local governments, K-12 public school districts, or non-profit organizations that 
enter into a solar power purchase agreement with Secure Futures.  

Who is eligible to receive grant funding?  

In the first round, public-school systems and local governments in the Richmond MSA were invited to apply for the 
RVA Solar Fund. The first round’s application deadline has passed; however, there is now a second round for non-
profits.  Proposals are accepted from 501(c)(3) charitable organizations located in The Community Foundation's 
service area, which includes the cities of Colonial Heights, Hopewell, Petersburg and Richmond as well as the 
counties of Chesterfield, Goochland, Hanover, Henrico, and Powhatan. 

If your non-profit organization is interested and eligible for this grant, please submit your Notice of Interest (NOI) 
by April 19, 2018. 

How may grantees spend grant funds?  

Grant funds may be used for 

• administrative costs associated with applying for the grant and executing the PPA  
• energy audits and other energy improvements on site  
• roof repairs and other maintenance or improvements specifically needed to enable solar installations  
• community education materials (signage, monitoring hardware and software, associated training, website 

development and hosting, events)  
• instructor training in solar power systems  
• curriculum and other classroom materials and training   

Grant funds may not be used for general expenses. The grant funds do not pay for solar panels; solar energy from 
the panels is provided to the grantee as part of the PPA with Secure Futures.  

What are the grant amounts to be awarded?  

For Round 2, multiple grants ranging from $4,000 to $50,000 will be awarded. Individual grant amounts will 
depend on the merits of the proposal and the amount of solar energy to be generated at the applicant's site(s).  
 

http://www.rvasolarfund.org/
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Qualified applicants should provide an estimated square footage of their solar-ready rooftops (unshaded and in 
good condition) or adjacent open land in their Notice of Interest. 
 
Applicants seeking the maximum grant amount should identify solar ready area of 150,000 square feet (rooftop, 
land, or a combination thereof). 

What are the on-site requirements for grantees?  

The on-site requirements relate to the facility’s energy demand and the space available for solar panels.  

• Total electricity use by a grantee must be greater than 150,000 kWh or $15,000 annually, based on 
metered use at proposed solar installation sites.  

• Total space made available by an applicant must not be less than 10,000 square feet. Applicants are 
encouraged to aggregate space available across multiple sites (e.g. among several schools in the district).  

• The minimum space available for solar panels at one site must not be less than 5,000 square feet of 
rooftop or 3 acres of open space.  

• Rooftops identified for panels must be “solar-ready”: unshaded, relatively free of obstructions, and in 
good condition.  

• Open space identified for panels must be unshaded and located within 1,000 feet of a metered building 
with not less than 500,000 kWh annual usage.  

• Applicants seeking the maximum grant amount should identify solar-ready area of a minimum 150,000 
square feet, 15 acres of open land, or an equivalent combination of rooftop and land meeting the 
specifications noted above.  

Does submitting a Notice of Interest (NOI) commit organizations in any way?  

No. The NOI (due April 19, 2018) is just a first step to express interest and explore feasibility. It does not commit 
the applicant to any further action or expense.  

Who can submit a NOI for a potential grantee?  

Any authorized person can submit the NOI. It doesn’t have to come from a top administrator or elected official. 
Submitting the NOI is just the first step needed to create the opportunity for winning a grant.  

How can a prospective grantee know if they are a good candidate for solar?  

Don’t worry if you are unsure if your sites are good candidates, Secure Futures technical staff will review each NOI 
submission. By April 24, 2018, potential grantees will be notified if they are good candidates for preparing a full 
grant application, due June 14, 2018.  

What information is required for a full application?  

A full application (due June 14, 2018) requires  

• a signed Letter of Intent (due May 1) with Secure Futures LLC, the program’s solar installer; 
• completion of the full application form (form to be provided);  
• certification of roofs’ ages and roofs’ warranty letters as needed;  
• three years of financial records (Moody's rating, audited financial records);  
• a completed Solar Feasibility Study and engineering report to be conducted by Secure Futures; and  
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• official approval by the applicant’s board and legal counsel on the form of a Solar Power Purchase 
Agreement with Secure Futures.  

What are the details of the Solar Feasibility Study (SFS)?  

Potential grantees must obtain a feasibility study as part of the full application. Secure Futures will provide an SFS 
for $100 per prospective grantee. The SFS evaluates the technical and financial viability of potential solar projects. 
If Secure Futures cannot show an economic benefit to the prospective grantee, the full $100 will be refunded.  

Following positive review of financial viability with prospective grantees, the next step is to obtain a structural 
engineering analysis for a flat fee of $250 per building. For any building does not achieve certification for structural 
adequacy, that $250 will be refunded. A completed engineering analysis obtains a stamped, sealed letter of 
certification regarding the roof structure(s) ability to support the weight and wind load of solar panels.  

All fees paid to Secure Futures by prospective grantees are refundable if the structural review determines that the 
location is unsuitable for a solar array. If a prospective grantee goes forward with a PPA, all fees will be credited 
towards the first year’s PPA energy payment, which is payable after the solar project is installed and placed into 
service. These analysis and engineering fee prices do not cover the full costs of these services as provided by 
Secure Futures but are considered good faith deposits by prospective grantees of their intent.  

On what basis are final grants awarded?  

The Community Foundation’s RVA Solar Fund Donor Advisory Committee will select final grantees and determine 
award amounts based on the overall merits of each application, including technical feasibility and positive 
community impact.  

When will grant winners receive the funds?  

Half of each grant amount will be paid when the awards are publicly announced on July 3, 2018. The balances will 
be paid once the solar arrays are operational.  

When will the solar equipment be installed?  

Solar arrays will be installed and placed into service during the fourth quarter of 2018 and first quarter of 2019. 

 Is any other support provided for grant winners?  

Yes. In addition to cash awards, grantees will receive at no charge,  

• solar safety training for maintenance/facilities staff,  
• real-time energy monitoring and reporting data on the solar arrays' performance via an on-line portal, and  
• (for schools) curriculum and teacher training workshops provided by the National Energy Education 

Development Project (NEED).  

What if there are more qualified applicants than funding available?  

Working with the Donor Advisory Committee, The Community Foundation may establish a wait list and continue 
fundraising to support additional grant awards beyond the planned $200,000.  
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About Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) FAQs  

What is a PPA?  

A PPA is an arrangement wherein the host customer only pays for the electrical output of the solar array (panels). 
The array is owned and maintained by Secure Futures. Secure Futures guarantees the performance of the system 
and only charges the customer for the electricity generated by the equipment. For more information on PPAs, see 
www.seia.org/research-resources/solar-power-purchase-agreements.  

What are the key terms of the PPAs for this grant?  

For this grant, the PPA will be a 20-year contract accompanied by a 20-year site lease of the roof or the ground on 
which the panels are installed. Each PPA also comes with an ‘early purchase option,’ which allows the local 
government or local school system to directly purchase the solar array after only six years if they so choose.  

To save time and expense, public agencies seeking grants should use the cooperative purchasing agreement 
established by Albemarle County’s July 2014 RFP for a solar PPA, which has been used by both Albemarle County 
and Lexington City Schools.  

At the end of the 20-year contract, the customer may choose one of three options:  

• purchase the solar array at fair market value;  
• have Secure Futures remove the array at no cost to the customer; or  
• extend the PPA with Secure Futures on a year to year basis.  

How is a PPA finalized?  

Following notification from TCF of intent to award a grant, local governments, school districts, and non-profit 
organizations must execute signed copies of the PPA and site lease via their internal processes in order to receive 
the grant.  

 

http://www.seia.org/research-resources/solar-power-purchase-agreements

